
GOVBRNMENT OF ODIST{.A
FOREST AND ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT

&JJJJ

No.zzstzqoTn2\n /No. l0F(con) 4v2017 (pt) B?3 / tF&8., dt. ls-o4-'/g

oRpElB

Government of lndia, MoEF&CC vide their gLridelines bearing F.No. Il-9l98-FC dt.

13.5.201 1116.6.201ll10.12.2012115.2.2013117.5.201315.3.2014 had earlier accorded general

approval under Section2 of Forest Conservation Act, 1980 for diversion of forest land up to 5

ha. not located within any Protected Areas involving felling of trees not exceeding 50 trees per

hectare for creation of critical public utility infrastructure of l4 categories by Government

Departments in identified LWE affected districts as specifiec{ in their guidelines dt. 13.5.2011

and 5.3.2014 referred to above. MoEF&CC. Col in their guiclclirrcs bearing F.No. ll-9l98-FC

dt. 1.2.2013 had also extended the above general approval to ali categories of public roads and

quaffying of materials used in construction of public roads. Further this general approval order

was also extended to projects involving diversion of forest land, hot located within the Protected

.Areas forcensttucticn of t*'c la:le pubiic ic€ids by Govergment Departments in itientit'ieci LWE

affected districts irrespective of'the area of forest land involved in such projects involving

felling of less than 50 trees per ha. The relevant Forest Diversion proposals filed/processed

under Forest Conservation Rules, 2003 with amendments thereto used to be placed before the

State Government for approval. This special dispensation was valid up to 3 l.l220lg as per

prescriptions of Col, MoEF&CC guidelines bearing F.No. l I -09l98-FC dt,. 25.2.2016.

2) While the mattel stood thus, the Government of lnCia, lVloEF'&CC vide guideline

bearing F.No. I l-0911998-FC(LWE) dt. 15.2.2018 have prescritred that the validity of general

approval granted for diversion of forest land under Section 2 of Forest Conservation Act, 1980

fbr the critical public utility infrastructr,rre projects in identifie<i LWE districts by Government

Departments has been fufther extended up to 31.12.2020. Further, the MoEtr'&CC vide their

guidelines dt. 15.2.2018 have also extended the general approval so griintecl to 14

categories of projects as specified in their guidelines df. 13.:1.2011 and 5.3.2014 referred to

above, involving diversion of forest land more than 5ha.( up to 40 ha. ) anrl inl'olving



felfing of more than 50 trees per ha. However, proposols involving cliversion of more thun

Sha.(up to 40ha.) of forest land ond/or involving felling of more than 50 trees per ha. for
these 14 categories of projects are lo be ptaced before a Committee to be constituted bv the

state Government qs per provisions of paro 3(2) of the said guittetines.

3) Now, as per provision of para 3(2) of the guidelines dt. 15.2.2018, the State

Government have been pleased to constitute a Committee, as per following composition, to

examine and approve the proposals involving diversion of forest land of more than 5ha,(up to

40ha.) of forest land located outside the Protected Areas and/or involving felling of more than

50 trees per ha. for these l4 categories of projects in LWE affected districts of Odisha. The

proposals involving diversion of forest land of less than 5 ha. but involving felling ol'more than

50 trees per ha, for such infrastructure projects are also to be placed before the said C-'ommittce

for consideration and approval.

(a)Addl. Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary, F&E Department :- Chairperson

(b)Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Odisha

(c)Addl. Pr. CCF(Central), Eastern Regional Office
MoEF&CC, Government of India, Bhubaneswar

(d)SriP.R. I\{ohantv, Ex-DirectorGeneral of Forests, Cot &
Expert Member of Regional Empowered Committee

(e)Addl. PCCF(Forest Diversion) & Nodal Officer, FC Act/
C.C.F(Forest Diversion) & Nodal Officer, FC Act

:- Member

:- Member

:- Expert Member

:- Member Convener

4) Forest Diversion proposals pertaining to the prescribed l4 categories of critical public

utility infrastructure projects of Government Department in identified LWE affected districts as

mentioned atPara 3 above, shall be placed before the Committee by the Member Convener in

their meeting to be convened with prior approval of Chairperson of the Committee. The meeting

of the Committee shall be convened at least once in a month having at least one such proposal

to be placed for consideration. After consideration/approval of Committee, details of the

proposal(s) including authenticated land schedule of diverted revenue/DlC/Sabik kisam forest

land (A3lA4 size map showing patches of RF/PRF/DPF and location of boundary pillars under

jurisdiction of Forest Department so diverted duly authenticated by concerned Divisional Forest

Officer) along with minutes of the meeting thereof may be furnished by the Member Convener

to F&E department to place the matter before Government for obtaining approval under Forest



Conservation Act, 1980. After obtaining State Government's order, reasoned order under

Section 2 of Forest Conservation Act, 1980 shall be issued for these forest diversion by the

State Forest Department.

5) However, as per the instant guidelines, proposals involving (i) diversion of forest land

up to 5ha. Involving felling of less than 50 trees per ha. for the above mentioned l4 categories

of infrastructure projects (ii) diversion of any extent of forest land for 2-lane public road

involving felling of less than 50 trees per ha. and (iii) diversion of up to 5ha. of forest land for

all categories of public road involving felling of less than 50 trees per ha. and quarrying of

materials for use in construction of public roads involving felling of 50 trees per ha. in LWE

districts need not be placed before the Committee and such proposals are to be

processed/disposed on merit under orders of State Government, as is being done at present.

6) The Expert Member so nominated to the Committee shall have Rs. 3000/- per sitting

along with transport facility to be provided by the PCCF, Odisha.

7) The Addl. PCCF(Forest Diversion) & Nodal Officer, FC Act/ C.C.F(Forest

Diversion) & Nodal Officer, FC Act, as the case may, shall furnish the report on such diversion

forest land undertaken to the Eastern Regional Office of Ministry every month. Besides, he/she

may also furnish the information in prescribed proforma as at para 3( ) of the guidelines dt.

15.2.2018 to the Eastern Regional Office for all cases of diversion of forest land taken place

under general approval order up to December,Z}l7 and in filture on monthly basis.

By order of Governor

(Debidut 
1l'u

Special Secretary to Government

Memo No. &E, Dated: / I -o?/g
Copy forwarded to the Asst. lnspector General of Forests, Government of lndia,

MoEF&CC(FC Division), Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh ,Aliganj Road, New Delhi, Pin-

I10003/Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests(Central), MoEF&CC, Covernment of lndia,

Copy forwarded to Addl. Secretary to Covernment, School & Mass Education Depart-

ment/Addl. Secretary to Government, Energy Department/Addl. Secretary to Government, Sci-

ence & Technology Department/Addl. Secretary to Government, E&lT Department/Addl. Sec-



;::?#"3::.:,-:::":,:: .?":ii.*,,o11_r",I._,_"ry ro Government, sr&sc Deveroprnent

LJ ru \JUVg[n.

Ti:-"T,::^"^:::3:lrtrdr' Secretarv to Government, water Resources Departmerr/Addr.

ilffiil#*,ill?:ffi:
fion qnrl na^ao.'^Fr, ^^ai^-tion and necessary action.

Memo No. Dated_ I e 0c(.1{/
copy forwar e Private Secretary to Minister, Forest & Environment f<rr kindinformation of Hon,ble Minister. F&E

Memo No. B?sr Dated- l4 'att- t& special Secretary t

copy forwarded to the PCCF, odisha/PCCF(WL)&cwLW, Odisha for information andnecessary action.

copy forwarded to the Addl. t'ccF(Forest Diversion) & Nodal officer, FC Act, oioPCCF, Odisha for information and necessary action.

Memo No. B ?3 7 Dated- lg -o Q . tQ
Copy forwarded to Shri P.R. Mohanty,- lFS(Retd.), Ex- Director General of Forests &Special secretary, MoEF&cc, Governrnent of India, House No. 2, HIG_|. B.D.A. colony,Kapila Prasad, old rown, Bhubaneswar, Pin 75100;a, oJisha for kind information andnecessary action.

Memo No. g ?gf Dated- | g -o q $'' special secretary t

Memo No. B ?36

of Chief Secretary.:"":J"::"rded 
to the Private secretary to chief Secrerary, odisha for kind information

Memo No.

kind information of Addl. Chief Secretary.

Memo No. g q4a Special Secretary to t(

Divisional Forest Officers(T&WL) for

,lo. Dated_ lg-at/./g
S:11,3^t: n,,, ^,,l.,ljivate 

Secretary to Addt. Chief Secretary, F&E Deparrment for

Copy forwarded to all Collectors/all
information and necessary action.

Dated- /B2q-/s
RCCFs/all

+./\f--= I (
to Gover tSpecial Secretary



Memo No. g?q I Dated- tB.a q 'tg
Copy forwarded to the O.I.C., State Portal, N.LC., LT. Department, Odisha Secretariat,

Bhubaneswar/M/s Luminous Infoways Pvt. Ltd, Sadhana. N-6/373, Nayapalli, Jayadev Vihar,
Bhubaneswar-I5 with a request to upload the order in the website of Forest & bnvironment
Department for information of all.

Copy forwarded to the Under Secretary to Government, Office Establishment Section,
F&E Department for information and necessary action with reference to their letter
No.2 I 646lF&E Dt. 22, | 1.20 16.

Special Secretary t t


