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GOVERNMENT OF ODISIIA

FOREST. ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CIIANGE DEPARTMENT
** **** !r *

No. FE-DIV-F LD-0003-2022-
10F (Cons)-04l2022

l09V7 mtcC.Date 30' 05,

From

To

Shri Lingaraj Otta
OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Goverment

Thc Principal ChiefConscNator ofForcsts & Hol-F, Odisha,
Bhuhancswar

Sub: Application dt.14.12.2021 of M/s Jio Digital Fibrc p\,,1. Ltd. requcsting for laying of Optical
F'ibre Cablc (OFC) along Bhawanipatna-Gunupur-Kashipur Road undcr jurisdiction of
Kalahardi (South) Division for launching 4C nerwork in the State ofodisha.

Sir.

With rcfcrence to your lener No.12t7l9F (MISC)-34712022, dt.20.01.2023 on thc subject
cited above, I am directed to say that thc Applicarion dt.l4.t2.2\2l of M/s Jio Digital Fibre pvt.
Ltd. requcsting laying of Optical Fibre Cables along Bhawanipatna-Guflpur-Kasl.ripur Road under
jurisdiction of Kalahandi south Division within the Row passing through forest area over a total
length of alignment of 34.40 Km (forest parch 21.1 Km + non-forest parch I3.3 Km) lor launching
of4c broadband network in the State ofodisha, was examioed as pcl guidelines prescribed by the
Govemment of tndia, MoEF&CC vide rhcir letter F.No.l t-9l98-FC dtd.16.10.2000. No.lt_
568/2014-FC dld.02.02.2015, letter F.No.6-t ?5/2017 WL dt.19.02.2018, para 4.2 of Handbook of
FC Act, 1980 & FC Rules,2003 (Guidclines & Clarificarions) issued vide lefter F.No.s -2/2Ol.l_FC
dtd.28.03.2019 of MoEF&CC, Govr. of lndia, Ncw Delhi & letter File No.FC_ I I /43/2022_FC
dt.22.08.2022 of MoEF&CC, Govt. of India, New Delhi in rhe matter of laying of underground
Optical Fibre Cables (OFC), Telephore Lincs, Drinking Water Supply pipelines, Elcctricity Cables,
CNG/ PNG and Slurry Pipclincs through forcst land.

As intimatcd, undcrground optical fibrc cable of l\,I/s lio Digiral Fibrc pvt. Ltd. is proposcd
to bc laid along thc Bhawanipatna-Gunpur-Kashipur pWD road within thc RoW is ovcr a lcngth of
34.40 Km (forest patch 21.1 Km + non-forest parch 13.3 Km) in Kalahandi (South) Forest Division
of Kalahandi District. This route is coming undcr Thuamul Rampur North Range and Karlapar
(Sanctuary) Range and is under Eco-sensitive Zone of Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary. The proposed
uoderground laying of Optical Cable Route along the pWD road as intimared has bcen shown in
Suvcy of India Topo Shcct No.E44Fl & No.E44F2 in Scalc 1i50,000. Thc dcpth and width of
trcnch whcrc thl] OFC is to bc laid is statcd as a maximum dimension of l.65mt. dcpth and 0.3mt.
width ofthc gourd.

It is itrtimated that the project proponent cnvisaSes laying underground Optical Fibre Cable
along the roads and within the existing RoW without felling of tiees.

As reported, the length ofOFC alignment falling in different categories of forest/ non_forest
as wcll as RoW ofcxisting PWD/SH Roads it Kalahandi District is as under.
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Alignment:
The proposed road length pafiiculars for laying ofoptical Fibr€ Cable iI1 different road wkhin

thc RoW as reported are as follows:

sl.
No.

Particular of
alignment

route (Name

ol the Road)

Total Length of
alignment

within
Kalahandi

(South) Division
(in KM)

Range

Wise
Length of
alignment
(in Km)

Lcugth ofalignment
in forest patches

Length of
alignment

in non-
forest

area (in
KM)

Lcngth
(in

Km)

I ? 3 4 5 6 7

I Bhawanipatna
- Gunpur -

Kashipur
Road

34.400 Karlapat

Sanctuary

Range

Nchcla R!' 7.200 8.300

Karlapat RF 12.'700

Krishnamali
PRF

0.200

Thuamul

Rampur

North
Rangc

Goelkhoj
RF

1.000 5.000

Total 2t.100 13.300

As reported the dctails of length covcred in forest land, non_forest land and area to be

utilizcd for laying ofOFC is givcn bclow:-

Sl, No. Namc of the Range Locrtion Lcngth in
Km

Area in
ha

I Karlapat Sanctuary

Rangc & Thuamul

Rampur Range

Nchela RF 6.240 o 249

2 Non-forest 3.330 0.133

Karlapat RF 12.7 0.4s4

4 Nehela RF 0.96 0.012

5 Krishnamali PRt 0.20 0.010

6 Goelkhoj RI 1.0 0.040

7 No11-forest 9.97 0.919

Total Forest land 2t.t{t 0.765

Total non-forest land 13.30 1.112

Grand Total 34.4t 1.817

The PCCF (F'D&NO, FC Act), O/o the PCCF & HoFF, Odisha in his lctter

d1.10.05.2023 has reported that the prcposed route is coming undcr both sanctuary area and eco-

sensitive zone of Karlapat (WL) Sanctuary. The details of the length of route coming under

Karlapat (WL) Sanctuary and ils Dco-scnsitivc zole arc as follows

Sl. No Dctails of ESZl Sanctuary
Forest Patch

(Km)
Non-forest patch

(Km)
Total (Km)

Passing through Sanctuary arca 18.191 0 I 8.191

2 Passing through ESZ area r.007 8.452 9.459

Passing through oulsidc

Sancluary ard ESZ
t.902 4.848 6',7 50

Total 2 r.100 13.300 34.400
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NOC/ Permission from the projects

-- th" Superinrending Engineer, Kalahandi (R&B) Division, Bhawaniparna vide letterNo.10695 darcd 3O.lO.2O2l has accordcd pcrmission for laying Or,.A'iir" Cable along thcroads in thc Row of pWD Roads under the jurisdiction .f f^Lf,^"aiinAnj Oivision wirh ccrtainterms and condilions. The uscr agency may be allowed fo. ura".g.o*aliyirg 01 Oprical FibreCable after submission of NOC/ pennission for concemed n"ra ir,lr".iry *a permission fromState Board for Vy'ildlife.

^.. . ln" DFO, Kalahandi (South) Division, RCCF, Bhawanipatna Circle and PCCF & HoFF,Odisha.have rccommended the proposal for laying of oF-C by Mi ii" ,,*i,", 0,0." a*. ,_ro. 
","",1: .PWD]SH 

roads passing through various forcst/ non_firrest u."u, i,, iuiut unai (South) IoresrDivision in Kalahandi District.

_ _ In view ofthc esscntiality involved for use offorest land for laying ofundcrground OFC bvl\r,s Jio Digital Fibre pvt. Ltd. atong rhe .WD/SH roads wirhir the -"r, ililffi;;;;".1areas under Kalahandi (South) Division in Kalahandi Dishict for thcir Tunncting & Ducting(T&D) activities and gcneral approval of Govemment of tnaia, Uogf&Ct vide para 4.2 ofHandbook of FC Acr, 1980 & FC Rules, 200J lcurdelines A Cfu|,in*ti.r9 issued vide letterF'.No.5-212017-FC dtd.28.03.2019 of MoEF&CC, Govr. of In<tia, New Delhi & letter File No.FC-11/43/2022-lC dt.22.08.2022 of MollF&CC, Govt. of India, New Delhi, Stut" Cou"_In"nt l,ur"
been pleased to grant pcrmission in favour of the M/s Jio Digiral piU.e p"i. iA. lsr Floor, Forrune

l"l:1, A&U Wing, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar_23 for laying of Optical F.ibre Cablcs(OFC) beside rhe PWD/SH rcads withjn rhe RoW passing through fo,"".t ur"u lou".ing u t"ng*, of21..10 Km over a total lengrh of alignment of:+.+O fm lnUwinipatna_Gunpur_t<ashipur) within
Kalahandi (South) Forest Division for launching of 4G broadband network in the State of Odishafor their T&D activities as per provision of sub-Section 6(a) of section 27 of orissa Fo.est Act,
1972 subjccr ro fulfilmcnt ofthc tbllowing conditions.

1. The user agency will makc good the land aftcr usc/ maintcnancc.

2. The user agency shall make good any loss to forest/ envircnment
3. Not a single tree will be felled for laying of proposed underground OFC in ibrcst/non-fbresr

land.

4. The user age[cy shall seck permission from the local Forest Department authority fo.carying ou1 any rnaintcnancc.
5. Thc uscr agcncy shan obtain prior permission from rcspcctivc NHAr/NrrpwD roadauthoritjcs bcforc cortuncncemcnt of laying of undcr ground OpC witlrin thc RoW of

aespeotive roads includi[g in forest area.
6. In-case, portion of stretch ofroad presc,Itry indicated to bc having non-foresr rand where theoFC is to be laid undcr thc project, is found to be forest/ sabik-kisiam forcst as on 25.I0. r 980,laying of OFC within such strctch of road shall bc subjcct to prior pcrmission of Forcst

Dcpartment.

7. Sincc, 34.30 Km of roa<l havjng diffcrcnt stretchcs along which OFC is also to bc laid, isdifferent category of forest land, raying of o}'c in suJ stretch shalr also be subjecl to
, approval of competent authoriq/ under apptopriate Revcnue law.
8. After completion ofthe project, the area under RoW should be rcclaimed suitably.
9. The user agency shall emure that the channels dug for underground laying are duly lilled up

and compactcd to avoid sourcc ofconstant soil erosion.
10. The User Agency shall ensure that in no case digging oftrench will bc pennltted beyond th(:

RoW ofthe road.
11. The User Agency shall ensure that the trench to be clug for a maximum depth of 1.65 mtr and

L -3-

= E-D tV -F LD-000 3_2022/ O 1 I 2023



width of0.3 mtr will bc maintaincd for laying of OF'C'

12. Since, the proposed area falls in RoW of the road passing through Wildlifc Sanctuary'
- 

gencral approt al is subject to requisite permissions liom the State Board for Wildlife shall be

obtained.

13. NPV offorest land, as applicable, shall be paid by the User Agency'

14. The User Agency shall ensure that the length ofthe trench dug at a time does not exceeds 500

mt., fillcd up and compacted before digging next stretch of500 mt , -
15. The Uscr Agency shall start execudo; of work only after receipt of final NOC/ Permission

from concemed authonties.

16. The User Agency shall ensure that the proposed alignment for underground laying ofOptical

Eibrc Cable is to be laid along the roads and within the existing RoW'

The DFO, Kalahandi (South) Forest Division may be asked to supervise the laying ofOFC

work during exeiution ofthe project and any deviation to the stipulations mentioned above by the

use. LgenJy shalt ue reporteJby him to the PCCF & HoFF, odisha/ State Govemment/ lntegrated

Regional Office, MoEF&CC along with action taken report'

The Nodal Offlcer, FC Act shall submit quarterly progress report on the extent of such

approvals accorded by the State Govemment for infrastucture projects under the general approval

o.ier or rr,rosracc, bo\,r. oflrdia to the Ministry as well as to the Integmted Regional office.
Yours faithfullY,

t
o"'1vl*'a

oSD-cum-spccial Secrcriti to Gorcmmcnt

Memo No 8 nrxcc, oatc 30, 05' 2.3
Copy forwarded to Assistant Inspcctor Gencral of Forcsts, Govt. of India. Ministry of

Enviro nent & Forest and Climate Change, (F C

Road, Aliganj, Ncw Delhi - 1 10003 for information

Memo No
Copy forwarded

Tcchnology Departrnent/

Division). lndira Paryavamn Bhawan. Jor Bagh

and necessary action. L^.15,*
OSD-cum-spccial Secrelary\d Covemmenl

r,rcmo No. l0QHn-nacc, oarc 30'05'23
Copyt,- ;e1o Dcputy Director Gcneral of Forests (Ccntlal)' Govcmmcrt of India'

fUogfACi, Integrated Rcgional Officc, A/3, Chandrasekharpur' Bhubaneswar-?51023 for
b^a\A.":t

infomation and necessary action 
osD-cum-special secrctary to Goverflnent

/FE&CC, Date ,3O. OS . d3
to R&DM Departmenv Electonics and IT Departrnenv Science &

Collector, Kalahandi for kind information and n"""tt* u"t'I 
. n - -- 

e{\ i{'r' t'"r

OSD_cum-Special Secrclary lo Covcmmcnt

Memo No ,'FE&CC, Date ,iO' 0.4, 23
Copy to Principa I Chicf Conservator of Forests (WL) & Chief Wildlife Warden,

Odisha/ Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (FD&NO), FC Act, O/o PCCF & HoFF, Odish'

Regional Chief Conservator of Forests, Bhawanipatna Circle/ Divisional Forest Officeq Kalahandi

(Soulh) Forest Division for information and necessary action'

Strict supewision may be made by the DFO, Kalahandi (South) Forest Divisior during

laying ofOFC work ofthe project and after

t*f4*e
OSD-cum-Special Sccretary to Govemment
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rtl".o ro. l09Bl /,FE&CC oate 30' 05,A3
Copy folwarded to the Private Secretary to Ilon,ble Minislq of FE&CC for kind

information of Hon'ble Minister-

Memo No. //) qRs

fun1,1r*
OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Govemment

/FE&CC. Date 30, O
Copy forwarded to the Authorized Signatory, Jio Digital Fibre pvr. Ltd., lst Floor. Forrune

Towcrs, Wing A&B, Chandrasckharpur, Bhubancswar-23 for information and ncccssary action.
)
'Xqlt{""t9

OSD-cum-Spccral Sccrctary to Co\ cmmcnl
Memo No. I n

Memo No. lD

QRA nE&CC. Date

Q9qn

d''
oSD-cu m-S pec ial S.c rcta ry 11o[

Copy forwarded to the Head, State portal, LT. Centre, Odisha Secretariat, Bhubaneswar for
infomation and necessar] action. He is requested to upload this letter of state Govemment in
FE&CC Departmert in the website of FE&CC Department immediatcly for information of all
conccmed.

4-a
Govemment

E&CC, Date o
Copy forwarded to the Undq Secretary to Goverffnent, Office Establishment Section,

Forest, Environment & Climate Change Department for information and necessary actioh with
refercnce to their letter No.12939lF&E dtd.16.07.2016. 

d. ,4tLW,uq
OsD-cum-Spccial Secrctary to Govcmment
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