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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

FOREST, ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE DEPARTMENT

No. FE-D|V-FLD-oo3 3-2024- lLL&65 tFE&cc, Bhubaneswar, dated the 0 E JUN tozt

1OF (Cons) 2312024
ORDER

Sub: Proposal for seeking prior approval ofthe Cenlral Government under Section 2 of the

Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, '1980 for non-forestry use of
134.69 ha of forest land for Expansion of Kulda Open Cast Coal lvining Project of
Basundhara Area of Mahanadi Coaltields Limited in Sundargarh District under

Sundargarh Forest Division (Proposal No.FP/OR/MlN/5O29312O20)-reg.

WHEREAS, the Chief Manager Mines, O/o the Project Officer, Kulda OCP,

Basundhara Area, MCL, Sundargarh, Odisha-770076 had applied for diversion of 134.69

ha of forest land for Expansion of Kulda Open Cast Coal Mining Project of Basundhara

Area of Mahanadi Coalfields Limited jn Sundargarh District.

And whereas, the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government
of lndia, New Delhi had accorded 'in-principle' approval for non-forestry use of 134.69 ha

of forest land for Expansion of Kulda Open Cast Coal Mining Project of Basundhara Area
of Mahanadi Coaltields Limjted in Sundargarh District under Sundargarh Forest Division,
subject to fulfilment of the conditions as laid down therein vide letter dtd.'10.07.2025
(Annexure-l).

And whereas, the l\rinistry of Envjronment, Forest & Climate Change, Government
of lndia, New Delhi, in consideration of the compliance of the conditions of the 'in-principle'
approval, have granted "Stage-ll/ final approval" under Section-2 (1) (ii) of the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 for diversion of '134.69 ha of forest
land for Expansion of Kulda Open Cast Coal [,4ining Project of Basundhara Area of
Mahanadi Coalfields Limited in Sundargarh District under Sundargarh Forest Division,
subject to fulfilment of the conditions as stipulated therein vide letter dtd.27.05.2026
(Annexurell).

Now, therefore, the Government of Odisha, do hereby allow diversion of 134.69 ha
of forest land for Expansion of Kulda Open Cast Coal lvining Project of Basundhara Area of
Mahanadi Coalfields Limited in Sundargarh District under Sundargarh Forest Divisionas

Per approved land schedule.

The Collector, Sundargarh & Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest Division,
as the case may be are hereby authorized to handover the forest land coming within their
jurisdiction, as has been finally diverted after necessary compliance following due
procedure of law. Before handing over the diverted forest land to the user agency, it shall
be ensured that Net Present Value of the forest land for this project for which approval has
been obtained shall be deposited in full, at appljcable rates.

The Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest Division is also directed to monitor
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compliance to the conditions stipulated for such diversion in the respective foresu wildlife

clearance order and to report violations, if any, to the Nodal Officer, O/o Principal Chief

Conservator Forests & HoFF. Odisha and to the Forest, Environment & Climate Change

Department.

Execution of project activities will be subject to availability oI all other statutory

clearances required under relevant Acts/ Rules for this project, deposit of requisite funds

and compliance of Court's order, if any.

Byo of the Gove
o\G1.

allick; rFS)

Memo No txs6b /FE&CC Date 08 JUN ?0?6

Special ry to Government

Copy along with copy of the Annexures forwarded to the Principal Chief

Conservator of Forests & HoFF, Odisha for kind information and necessary follow up

action.
Appropriate instruction to the Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest

Division and user agency may be imparted for required follow up action at their end. lt

may be ensured by the Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest Division that Net

Present Value of the forest land involved in this proiect of the user agency is deposited by

them in appropriate head in full, at applicable rates. The user agency may also be

instructed to furnish compliance to the conditions of foresv wildlife clearance pertaining

to the project in every quarter to the Divisional Forest Ofticer, Su rgarh Forest Division
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Memo No 16 J- rreacc o"t" o I JUN 2026

Copy along with copy of the Annexures foMarded to the Asst lnspector General of

Forests, Government of lndia, IvloEF&CC (FC Division), lndira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor

Bagh Road, Aliganj, New Delhi, Pin-1'lOOO3/ Deputy Director General of Forests (Central),

MoEF&CC, Government of lndia, Regional office, pJ3, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar-

23 for kind information and necessary follow up action in compliance to the order of

Hon'ble NGT dld.07 .11 .2012 in Appeal No.07/2012 commu ted by the MoEF,

Government of lndia vide their letter F. No.7 -2312012- FC dld.24 7.2013

for facilitating monitoring of compliances

Conservator of F
necessary action
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Memo No I /FE&cc Date

Copy along with copy of the Annexures forwarded to the Principal Chief

Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden, Odisha/ Addl. Principal Chief

orests (FD&NO, FC Act), O/o PCCF & HoFF, O a for information and
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Special S ry to Government
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Memo No /FE&CC Date 00 JUN 2026

Copy along w h copy of the Annexures forwarded to the Regional Chief
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Conservator of Forests, Rourkela Circle/ Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest
Division for inJormation and immediate necessary compliance.

It may be ensured by the Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest Division
that Net Present Value of the forest land involved in this project of the user agency shall
be deposited by them in full, at applicable rates in appropriate head before handing over of
the forest land to the user agency. Besides, funds, if any, due to be deposited by the user
agency for this project shall also be deposited by the project proponent before the forest
land is handed over to them. The user agency may also be instructed to furnish
compliance to the conditions of foresu wiidlife clearance pertaining to the project in every
quarter to the Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest Division for facilitating
monitoring of compliances by them.

The Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest Divisio
ensure that the directions given to the user agency are execut mediately

s also instructed to
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Memo No. l2 70 nracc outu 0I JUN 20?6

Copy along with copy of the Annexures forwarded to Steel & l\.4ines DepartmenU
Revenue & Disaster Management DepartmenU Director, Environment-cum-Special
Secretary to Government, FE&CC Departmenv Member Se tary, SPCB, Odisha/
Collector, Sundargarh for information and necessary follow up a on
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Memo No. l?g 7f Eeacc o^t {) E JUN 20?6

Copy along with copy of the Annexures forwarded to the Chief Manager I\,4ines, O/o
the Project Officer, Kulda OCP, Basundhara Area, l\,{CL, Sundargarh, Odisha-770076 for
information and immediate necessary action.

The user agency is asked to take following actions immediately as per orders of
Hon'ble National Green Tribunal dtd.07.11.2012 in Appeal No.O7l2012 communicated by
the NIoEF, Government of lndia vide their letter F. No.7-23t20i2-FC dtd.24.07.2013.

i. They shall publish the entire forest clearance granted in verbatim atong with
conditions and safeguards imposed by the Central Government in Stage-t/
forest clearance in two widely circulated daily newspapers, one in vernacular
language and the other in English tanguage so as to make people aware of the
permission granted to the Project for use of forest tand for non-forest
purposes.

|. They shall submit the copies of forcst clearance orders granted by the Central
Government/Stale Goyernment lo the Heads ot local bodies, panchayats and
Municipal bodies along with the relevant offices of the State Government. who
in turn, shall display the same for 30 days from date of receipt.

ii . Detailed action taken in compliance to the above order of State Government
shall be intimated to the DFO, Sundargarh/ RCCF, Rourkela Circle/ |CCF &
HqFF, Odisha/ Forest, Environment & Ctimate Change Department for
reference.

Besides the above, the user agency is also asked to deposit Net present Value of
forest land for this project in full, jf not deposited yet. at applicable rates. Requisite funds
due for deposit by the user agency on account of this project shall also be deposited under

8
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appropriate head.
The user agency shall furnish compliances to the conditions prescribed in the

forest/wildlife ctearance order to the Divisional Forest Officer, Sun arh Forest Division

in every quarter, for the purpose of monitoring by him. 10{
e

a6
Special to Government

ve o No. I 2 R71 tFE&cc Date O 8 JUN 21126

Copy along with copy of the Annexures forwarded to the Head, State Portal, lT'
Centre, Odisha Secretariat, Bhubaneswar for information and necessary action. He is

requested to upload this order along with its enclosures in the website of Forest'

Environment & Climate Change Department immediately for information of all concerned'

This is required in compliance to order of Hon'ble National Green unal dld.A7 11 .2012

in Appeal No.7/2012. Hence this may be done unfailingly 1t, (C

S

c\ o6o8
to Government

to their letter

0 I JUN 202$

Copy along with copy of the Annexures forwarded to the Under Secretary to

Government, Office Establishment Section, Forest, Environment & Climate Change

Department for information and necessary action with

No.12939/F&E dtd.1 6.07.201 6.
G- \o 1C
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,,1

To

The Addl. Chlel Soctobry (Fotests)'

Governmsnt of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar.

\*,*rr-re-f

lndira Paryavaran Bhawan'
Jobagh Road, Aligani

New Delhi - 1'10003

Datod:As Por E sign

11

*.iI':{ttrf ;'lT#}}*flfl l';tflti[;,rflffi
No. FP/OB/U|N/50293/2020)

Madam/Sir,

I am directed io reler to lhe Government ot Odisha's letter No FE-DIV-FLD-

oogs-20;llii;;ii-c i axua zs oqipit on the above subiect seekins prior

aooroval of the central Government undeiSection 2 ol the Van (Sanrakshan Evam

3ffi;;;il;;i;il;Gm, rgeo ano aaJition;l intormation submitte9-vl9:.lejter No.

fi;id;;,riiMd)-ariizozs autea-lg i0 2024' vide letter No 25105/eF (MG)-

i6iiozi"i"t"J it.lbiozt and lettei No No' e703/eF (MG)-49/2023 dated

;fiilG;rd io sav tnat the proposal has been examined by the Advisory

;ffi-il;; ;;""tfu6 uv tne centiat Government under section - 3 of the

aloresaid Adhiniyam.

2. Atter carelul examination ol the proposal of the Governm-e'l:1g!:tl^ *d
i" tt 

" 
0""i" 

"iirr" 
t""orr"naations oi mL Advisory Committel ?.nd 3pp':'"1 

of

ilff;;;;;"mletent autnoritv ol the MoEFacc' New Delhi'-the 
.central

dor"t"*u"i hereby accords 'in1trtnciPte' awoval- under Sedion - 2^ol.the van

Is"""?ii.i"" ir"# s""'varotran) noni'nivam' 1980 lor non'lorestry use-o1 134 69

}'rfliil;;-Ji L,il ro'I eip"""ioi, or iuioa open casr coal Minins Proiect ol

iil"r"it'"- oi"" oi Mananandi Coaltields Limited rn Sundargarh District under

Sr"iiis;ih rorEt-Division subject to the fulfilment or the following conditions:

1. Legal slatus of the diverted forest land shall remain unchangedi

2. Compensatory Aff orestation :

a. The User Agency shall transter the cost of raising and maintaining the* 
""i.p"*"t"ii 

ailo'estation as per the approved CA Scheme at the

"urr5nt 
*"g" turu in consultalion with State Forest Depanment in the

Government ot lndla

t'linistrv ol Environment, Forest and Climat€ Change
''""'-"' - -6oresr Conservation Oivision)



account of CAMPA of the c

ol*",,ffi 
'#,',:*,;*fl iJl6.ffi I;;",#;H:::;":,-.,,

tr" ro,".i oip,n?"'"i;; H"'il3; lllli"ir? f;3"Sl1,ir:.;ffi ;Sfor 10 years. The schem
species with 

"roi"o-,,r#. i,#,ili,",1ir:,iXl#;f 
r,3l.,"i,[x,:""Jo,l:

works scheduled for subsequent years:
c. The compensatory afforestation over degraded forest land i.e. 2g0.9 ha,shafl b€ raised by the State foresr oainr"rt 

"iir,"ffi""",i"""., ""0
the arorestation works shar stan within tw" y;;;il; i#,ffJ;ig**ot final approvat;

d. The State shall ensure that the A scheme is preparcd toaccommodate at least tOOl seedtings/ha ou", Of, ,r*,,tiiiT i^. 
^case 1000 saplings cannot b a@ommodated pu, irr'lriru-ir-nl, ortidentified for C4, the batance saedtings 

"r O" iir*i *i'iiio 
""pet prescriplion ot the working plan. The State Governmenrii ir,r"r"the namo/details ot the RFs/pFs areas in which i;;;ir;;;";;;;,,rg"

are to be planted. Tha user
oI the same. 

agency sha deposit the cost of plantation

3. NPV:
a. The User.Agency shall transfer the funds towards the cost of Netpresenr. V€tue (Npv) of the roresr ranJ oeinf jiv"rtio"iii""J m"

Bi:11._"1 I9._ rh.". User Agency as per rhe droers oi tne.-ion,oreDupreme court of tndia dated 28.03.2008, 24.04.2008 and Og.OS_iOOAin writ petitioo (civit) No. 2oz1s95 
""0 

ir," sriJ"ii"i"-i"1,1#if ,n,"Minisrry vide its tener No. s-3/2oo7.Fc- (pt.) d;tJigliz.iiiilril"rsr,
ontine porral of cAMpA account of the Star; C;;;;ril;- ---" ,","

b. At th€ time of payment of the Net present Value (NpV) at the orF_sentrate, th.e u.sgl_lqency shal lurnish an ,nOedaft'io pav-t;,"'idjn]irr,
amount ot NpV if so determined, as per tne-tinalie"tji- 

"iirr"Hon,ble Supreme Coun of lndia;

4. The State Aofi. shalt submit the compliance repott in rcspect ol Stage-l
approvat accorded to Ws MCL in Bashundhara wasnery by'UoEfACC-iiAe
tettet no 8-1 76/1 997 Fc(vo\ dated 1 1 .@.m1 g:

5. fhe user agency shall preparc a schedule for aunender ot the mined out and
rectaimect Fo@st land in accodance with existing mine plan.ra iiiit-tnu
:ane along with an undenaking to suffender the mined out and reclaimed
lorest land as per such schedule to the ministry oetore grant oi tiiai;;-;toNat
under the Adhiniyam lot diversion of said Forest land.

6. A wildlile plan should be prepared tor consevation aN mitigation ol imxact
on wildtite in consuttation with CWLW and the satne snouw i approvedZno
tonies deposited belorc final aDroval.



7. Compensatory levies to be realized trom the Us€r Ageocy under the proiect
shall be transferred depositsd, through e-challan, in to the account oI
C,qMPA perlaining to the Stato concerned through e-portal
(httpsr/parivesh.nic.in/) ;

8. The KML riles o, dive ed area, th€ CA areas, the proposed SMC treatment
area and the WLMP arsa shall be uploaded on lhe e-Green watch portal
along with GPS lds and all other requisite details prior to linal approval;

9. Follo\,ving activities, as per approved plan / schemes, shall be undertaken in
the lease area by the User Agency under the supervision of th6 State Forest
Department;

a. Mitigativo measures to minimize soil erosion and choking of stream
shall be implemonted within a period of three years with elfect lrom the
issue oI Stage-ll cl€arance ln accordance with the approved Plan in
consultation with the State Forest Oepartmenl;

b. Planting of adequate drought hardy plant species and sowing of seeds,
in the appropriate area within the mining lease to arrest soil erosion in
accordanco with the approved scheme;

c. Construction of check dams, rotention /loe walls to arrest sliding down
of the excavated material along the contour in accordance with the
approved scheme;

d. Stabilize the overburden dumps by appropriate grading/benching, in
accordance with the approved scheme, so as to ensure that angles of
repose at any given place is loss than 28o; and

10. Satety ZorD Management: Following activt es. at prclect cost, shalt b
undertaken by tha user agency lot the management ol salety zone as
pr relevant guidellnes issued by the Ministry,s guidellnes:

a. Usar agency shall ensure demarcation of salety zone (7.5-mster strip all
along tho inner boundary of the mining lease area), and its rencing,
protection and regene,ation by erecting adequate number of 6leet high
RCC boundary pillars inscribed with OGPS coordinates with barbed
wire fencing and deploying adequate number of watchers under the
supervision of the. State Forest Department;

b. Boundary of the safety zone ot the mining lease, adjacenl to
habitation/roads, should b€ properly fenced by the user agency;

c. Salety zone shall be maintained as green belt around mining lease and
lo ensure dense canopy in the area, regeneration shall be taken up in
this area by the user agency at project cost under the supervision of the
State Forest Department;

d. The State Gov€rnmenl and the user agency shalt ensure that salety
zone is maintained as per the prescribed norms;

11. No damage shall be caused to the top-soil and the user agency will lo ow the
lop soil management plan:



12. User agency either himself or through the State Foresl Depanmenl shall
undertake gap ptanting and soil & moisture conservation activities to restock
and rejuvenate the degraded open forests (having crown density less than

0.40), if any, located in the area wilhin 100 meler from outer perimeter of the
mining lease. The plan for plantation and SMC activities will be prepared and
submiued lo MoEF &CC belore final approval;

'13. The User Agency shall prepare a list of existing village tanks and olher water
bodies with GPS co-ordinates located within five km lrom the mine lease
boundary. This list is to be duly verilied by the concerned Divisional Foresl
Officer. The User Agency shall regularly undertake desilting of these village
tanks and other \,vater bodi€s so as to mitigate the impact of sillation ot such
tanks/waler bodies. A detailed approved plan for desilting o, identified ponds

and water bodies to bo prepared in consultation with foresl departmenl and
shall be submitted to MoEF & CC before Slage-ll approval;

14. The cost of felling of lrees shall be deposited by the User Agency with the
State Forest Depanment;

15. Trees should be felled in phased mannet as per the requirsment in the
approved Mining Plan wilh prior permission of concerned DFO;

'16. The user agency shall explore the possibility ol translocation ol maximum
number oI trees identilied to be felled and shall ensure that any tree felling
shall be done only when it is unavoidable and that too under strict supervision
ol the State Forest Depanment.

17. A site-specific Wildlite Management Plan shall be prepared by the State

Government in consultation with the PCCF (Wildlile) for the protection and

conservalion ol wildlife o, the area. A copy ot approved Plan shall be

submitted to the Ministry along with the compliance of Stage-l approval.
Entire cost ot implementation of ths provisions of the Wildlile Management

PIan shall be deposited into the account ol CAMPA of the State;

18. The State Government shall complete settlement o, rights, in term of lhe
Scheduled Tribes and Traditional Foresl Dwellers (Becognilion of Forest

Righls) Ac1, 2006, if any, on lhe foresl land to be diverted and submit the

documentary evidence, in accordance with the Rule 11 (7) of the Van

(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules, 2023;The User Agency shall

undertake mining in a phased manner after taking due care lor reclamation of
tha mined over area.

'19. The concuneni reclamation plan as per the approved mining plan shall be

executed by the User Agency from the very lirst yoar, and an annual report
on implementation thereol shall be submitted to th6 Nodal Otfic€r, Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980, in the concerned State Government and the

concerned Regional Otfice of the Ministry. lf it is found from ths annual (eport

that the activities indicated in the cnncurrenl reclamation plan are not being

exocuted by the User Agency, the Nodal Officer or the concern Addl.
Principle Chief Conservator of Forests (Cefltral) may direct lhat the mining
activities shall romain suspended till such lime, such reclamation activities
area satisf actorily executed:



20. The User Agency shall comply with the Hon'bla Supreme Court orde, on re-
grassing, and jB-grass the mining area and any other areas which may have
been disturbed due to mining to restore them to a condition which is fit for
grolvth ol lodder, tlora, fauna, etc. in a timsly manner;

21. Period of diversion oI the said {orsst land under this approval shall be for a
period co-terminus with the poriod of ths mining lease proposed to be
granted under lhe Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulalion) Act,
1957, as amended time to time and the Flules framed th€re-undsr;

22. The User Agency shall obtain the Environment Clearance as per the
provisions ol the Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986, it required;

23. No labour camp shall be established on the foresl land and the User Agency
shall provid€ fuels prelerably alternate fuels lo the labourers and the statf
working at the sile so as to avoid any damage and pressure on the nearby
foresl areas;

24. The boundary ol the divened lorest land, mining lease and safety zone, as
applicable, shall be demarGfed on ground at the projecl mst, by erecting four
feet high reintorced cement concrale pillars, each inscribed tvith ils serial
number, distance from pillar to pillar and GPS mordinates;

25. The layout plan of the proposal shall not be changed withoul the prior
approval of the Central Government and the forest land shall not be used for
any purpose other than that speclfied in the proposal except the change in
land use allowed on the forest land vide Ministry's guideline dated
26.12.2024i

26. The forest land proposed to be diverted shall under no circumstances be
tlansferred to any other agency, department or person without prior approval
of the Central Government;

27. No damage to the flora and fauna of the adjoining ar€a shall be caused;

28. The User Agency shall submit the annual sel, {ompliance report in respect
of lhe abovs stated conditions to the Stale Govsrnment, concerned Rsgional
Otfice and to this Ministry by the end ol March 6very year rogularly;

29. Any other condition that lhe concerned Rsgional Otfice of this Ministry may
stipulate with the approval of competent authority in the interest of
conservation, proteclion and development of forests & wildlire; and

30. The user agency shall comply all the provisions of the all Acts, Rules,
Regulations, Guidelines, Hon'ble Court Order (s) and NGT Order (s)
pertaining to this projecl, iI any, lor the time being in force, as applicable to
the project-

31. Violation of any ol these condiiions will amount to violation ot Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, '1980 and action would be
taken as prescribed in para 1.16 of Chapter '1 ol the Consolidated Guidelines
and Clarifications on Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 198
as issued by this Ministry's letter datod 29.12.2023;-



32. The complianc€ report shall be uploaded on eporlal (https/parivesh.nic.in4

After receipt of complianc€ report on ,ulfilment ol the conditions mentioned
above, the proposal shall be considered for final approval under Section-2 (1) (ii)
of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980. Transfer of loresl land
shall not be altected till final approval is granted by the Central Govsrnmert in this
regard.

Yours laithtully,

oigitally signed by
suneet Bhardwaj
Date: 10-07-2025
16:03:19

Copy to:

1. PCCF (HoFF), State Forest Department, Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar

2. PCCF & Nodal Officer (FCA), O/o PCCF, State forest Department,
Govemment ol Odisha, Bhubaneswar

3. ODGF (Central), Regional Office oI MoEF&CC at Bhubansswar.
4. LJser Agency.
5. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi
6. Guard File.

sd/
(Suns€t Bhardwai)

Asst. lnspeclor General oI Forests

(t "n)-659
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File No.: 8-0712024-FC (E- 237166)
Government of lndia

of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conseryation Division)

\n"t*rrnv-fi

\,iI

iniqtry
11 [Y 2!2ii

The Principal Sec.etary (Foresis)
Government of Odisha
Bhubanesv,rar.

Sub.: Proposal tor seeking prior approval ol lhe Cenlrsl Government under
Section 2 o, the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 lor
non-torestry use of 134,69 ha of lorest land lor Expansion ol Kulda Open
Cast coal Mininq Proiect ol Basundhara Area of Mahanandi coallields
Limited in Sundargarh District under Sundargarh Fo.esl Division (Proposal
No. FP/OHMIN/s0293/2020)- reg.

[iladanVSir,

4 CLiirr\i!

I am directed to refer to the Govornment of Odisha's lettedaled 25.04.2024
on the above mentioned subject, seeking prior approval of the Central Government
under Section 2 (1) (ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam,
1980. The proposal was accorded 'ln-Ptincipld (Stage-l) approval by the Central
Government vide letter dated 10.07.2025. The Governmenl of Odisha has
reportedsubmitted the compliance report vide letters dated 18.05.2026 to the
conditions stipulaled ln lhe 'ln-Pinciple' approval and requested for grant of final
app.oval.

2. ln this connection, I am directed to say that on the basis of the compliance
report furnished by the Government of Odisha vide letter dated 18.05.2026, Stage-
ll/Final approval ofthe Cenlral Government is hereby granted under Section 2 (1)
(ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 for diversion of
134.69 ha ol forest land for Expansion of Kulda Open Cast Coal Mining Project of
Basundhara Area ol Mahanandi Coalfields Limited in Sundargarh District under
Sundargarh Forest Division subject to fulfilment of the following conditions:

i. Legal status of the diverted torest land shall remain unchanged;
ii. The compensatory atforestation over degraded lorest land i.e.280.9 ha, shall

be raised by the State Forest Deparlment at the project cost and the
afforestation works shall start within two years lrom the date ol grant of final
approval;

lii. The user agency shall pay the additional amount of NPV, if so determined, as
per the final decision ot the Hon'ble Supreme Court ol lndia;

iv. The user agency shall implement the schedule for surrender of the mined out
and reclaimed forest land in accordance with existing mine plan;

v. The wildlife plan as approved, shall be implamented for conservation and
mitigation of impact on wildli,e in consultation with CWLW;

vi. The KML files ot diverted area, the CA areas, the p.oposed SMC treatment
area and the WLMP area shall be uploaded on the e-Green watch portal
along with GPS lds and all other requisite details before handover the land to
the lJser Agency;

lndira Paryavaran Bhawan' Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road
New Delhi- 110003
Daled:27-05-2026



vii The followino activities, as oer aoproved plan/ schemes, shall be undertaken
in the leasfarea by irre User Agency under the superv:sion of the State
Forest Department:

a- l,ritidative measures lo minimize soil erosion and choking ol stream
shaii be lmDlemented within a period of three years wilh etfect from the
issue of Siage-ll clearance in accotdance with the approved Plan in
consultation with lhe State Forest Department:

b. Planting of adequate drought hardy planl species and sowing ot seeds,
in lhe appropriate area within the mining lease to arrest soil erosion in
accordance with the approved schemo;

c. Construction of chec( dams, retention /toe walls to arrest sliding down
of the excavated material along the contour in accordance with the
approved scheme;

d. Siabilize the overburden dumps bv appropriate grading/tenching, in

accordance with the approved scheme, so as 10 ensure that angles of

repose at any given place is less than 28o; and
viii. Safety Zone Management: Following activities, al proiect cost, shall be

undertaken by the user agency for the management of safety zone as per
relevant quidelines issued by the Ministry's guidelines:

a. User agency shall ensure demarcation ol safety zone (7.5-meter skip.all
along th;e inier boundary of the mining lease area), and ilsJencing, protection

and iegeneration by eretting adequate number ot 6 leet.high RCC boundary
oillars 

-inscribed with DGPS coordinates with barbed wire fencing and
beploying adequale number ol watchers under the supervision of the. State
FoIest Department;

b. Boundary'of the salety zone ol the miling lease, adjacent to habitation/roads,
should be properly fenced by the user agency:

c. Safew zone shali be maintained as green belt around mining lease and 1o

ensuie dense canopy in the area, regeneration shall be taken up in this area
by the user agency it project cost under the supervision ol the State Forest
Department;

d. Tha State Government and the user agency shall ensure that salety zone is
maintained as per lhe prescribed norms;

ix. No damage shall be caused to the top-soil and the user agency will follow the
too soil manaoement Dlan:

,. The User aoe-ncv either himself or lhrough the State Forest Deparlment shall
undertake o;p pianting and soil & moisture conservalion activilies as per the
aooroved ichehe to-restock and rejuvenate the degraded open lorests
(hAvino crown densitv less than 0 40). il any, localed in the area within '100

meterirom outer periineter ol lhe mining lease;
xi. The User Agenci shall regularly undertake desilling of lhese village lanks

and other witer bodies as fier the approved scheme to mitigate the impact of
siltation of such tanks/water bodies;

xii. The cost of felling of trees shall be deposited by the User Agency with the
State Forest Deoartmenl:

xlii. Trees should be lelled in phased manner as per thg requirement in the
aDoroved Minino Plan with prior permission ol concemed DFO;

xiv. Th'e user agency shall exalore the possibility o, translocation ol maximum
number of tiees'identilied io be felldd and shall ensurs that any tree lelling
shall be done only when it is unavoidable and that too under strict supervision
of the State Forest DePartment:

xv. The site-specific Wildlife Management Plan shall be implemented by lhe
State Government in consultation with lhe PCCF (Wildlife) tor the protection



and conservation ol wildlife of the area;
xvi. The State Government shall complete settlement of rights, in term of the

Scheduled Tribes and Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006, if any, on the forest land to be diverted and submit the
documentary evidence, in accordance with the Rule 11 (7) of the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules, 2023;The User Agency shall
undertake mining in a phased manner after taking due care for reclamation oI
the mined over area;

xvii. The concurrent reclamation plan as per the approved mining plan shall be
executed by the User Agency from lhe very firsl year, and an annual report
on implementation thereof shall be submitted to the Nodal Oftice( in the
concerned State Government and the concerned Regional Oifice of the
Minislry. lf it is lound from the annual report lhat the activities indicaled in the
concurrent reclamation plan are not being executed by the User Agency, the
Nodal Otficer or the concern Addl. Principle Chiel Conservator ol Forests
(Central) may direct thal the mining activities shall remain suspended till such
time, such reclamation activities area salisfactorily executed;

xviii. The User Agency shall comply with the Hon'ble Supreme Court order on re-
grassing, and re-grass the mining area and any other areas which may have
been disturbed due to mining to restore them to a condition which is lit lor
growth of fodder, flora, fauna, etc. in a timely manner;

xix. Period of diversion of the said forest land under thjs approval shall be for a
period co-terminus with ihe period of the mining lease proposed to be
granted under the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act,
1957, as amended time to time and the Rules lramed there-under;
The User Agency shall obtain the Environment Clearance as per the
provisions of the Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986, it required;
No labour camp shall be established on the forest land and the User Agency
shall provide fuels preferably alternate fuels to the labourers and the stafi
working at the site so as to avoid any damage and pressure on lhe nearby
forest areas;
The boundary of the diverted lorest land, mining lease and safety zone, as
applicable, shall be demarcated on ground at the project cost, by ereciing four
leet high reinforced cement concrete pillars, each inscribed with its serial
number, dislance from pillar to pillar and GPS coordinates;
The layout plan ol the proposal shall not be changed without the prior
approval of the Central Government and the forest land shall not be used for
any purpose other than that specilied in the proposal except the change in
land use allowed on the lorest land vide Ministry's guideline daled
26.12.2024:
The lorest land proposed to be diverted shall under no circumstances be
transferred to any other agency, department or person withoul prior approval
oi the Central Government;
No damage to the flora and fauna of the adjoining area shall be caused;
The User Agency shall submit the annual self -compliance report in respect
of the above stated conditions to the State Government, concerned Regional
Oftice and to this Ministry by the end of March every year regularly;
Any otner condition that the concerned Regional Oflice ol lhis Ministry may
stiputale wilh the approval of competent aulhority in the interest ot
conservation, protection and development ot forests & wildlire;
The user agency shall comply all the provisions of the all Acts, Rules,
Regulations, culdelines, Hon'ble Court Order (s) and NGT Order {s)
pertaining to this project, it any, for the time being in force, as applicable to
the project.
Violation of any of these condjtions will amounl to violation of Van

xxi
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(sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 and action would be
taken as prescribed in para 1.16 ol consolidated guidelines and clarifications
issued under Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 as
issued by this Ministry on daled 29.12.2023;

xxx. The Staie Government shall complete settlement of rights, in terms of the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition oi
Forest Rights) Act,2006, il any, on the forest land to be diverted and submit
the documentary evidence as prescribed by this l.linistry in its letter No. 11-
9/1998-FC (pt.) dated 03.08.2009, in support lhereof;

xxxi- The State Government after receiving the 'Final Approval' of the Central
Government under subsection (1) o{ Section 2 of the Adhiniyam, and atter
fulfillment and compliance of the provisions of the all other acts and rules
made thereundet as applicable including ensuring of settlement of rights
under the Scheduled Tribes or Other Tradiiional Forest Dwellers (Flecognition
of Forest Rights) Act. 2006 (2 of 2007), shall issue order for diversion.

Yours sincerely,

Digitally signed by
Deepika chaudhary
Oalet 27-05-2026

Copy to:- 15:58:11

1. PCCF (HoFF), Department ot Forest, Government of Odisha, Bhubaneswar

2. DDGF (Cenlral), MoEF&CC'S Regional Orfice, at Bhubaneswar.

3. APCCF--cum-Nodal Officer, Government of Odisha, Bhubaneswar.

4. User Agency.

5, Monitoring Cell, FC Dlvision, MoEF&CC, New Delhi for uploading.

sd/'
(Deepika Chaudhary)

Deputy lnspector General ol Forests
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